
Reentry Simulation Summary 
 

The Anchorage Reentry Coalition hosted what is believed to be the first prisoner reentry simulation 

in Alaska on April 17th at NeighborWorks Alaska in Anchorage. Reentry simulations have been 

delivered in other communities around the country, but it is a new activity to most Alaskans. The 

simulation aims to build awareness and knowledge of the real-world challenges that reentrants 

commonly encounter when they return to the community. A total of 43 people were present for 

the activity, reflecting a wide array of sectors and perspectives from across the Anchorage 

community. 

The reentry simulation is an hour-

long activity where participants are 

put into the role of a person that is 

returning to the community after 

incarceration (a “reentrant”) and 

are given a series of actual, real-

world tasks to complete that many 

reentrants must do themselves 

when they are released to the 

community. Tasks vary and may 

include checking in with probation, 

obtaining identification, seeking 

employment, engaging with social 

services, and handling unexpected events. As the reentrants move through the activity they 

encounter various restrictions, barriers, and impediments that prevent or inhibit them from 

completing their tasks during the allotted time.  

Of the 43 people present for the simulation, 19 participated as volunteers that aided in the 

facilitation of the activity, and 24 individuals participated in the activity as a reentrant. There was 

a nearly 100% evaluation response rate from all of those in attendance, and the feedback was 

overwhelmingly positive. A great deal of valuable feedback was gathered regarding potential 

improvements to the activity for future reentry simulations. 

Among those that participated in the activity as a 

reentrant, 87% said they strongly agreed that the activity 

was a worthwhile use of their time and 96% said they were 

extremely likely to recommend participating in the 

simulation to someone else. Among reentrant participants, 

35% said the activity was very impactful, and 65% said it 

was extremely impactful. Among those that helped to 

facilitate the activity, 80% indicated that they enjoyed the 

I became impatient, frazzled 

and rude.  Helps me truly 

"get" my clients. 

Simulation Participant 
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activity a lot and 81% were extremely likely to recommend participating in the simulation to 

someone else. Among all participants and volunteers, there was near unanimous interest in 

participating in a future simulation in a volunteer capacity.  

Given the feedback and the general interest in prisoner reentry, the Anchorage Reentry Coalition 

aims to periodically host and organize reentry simulations and to continually target and engage 

new community members and leaders with the goal of educating participants about the challenges 

associated with reentry in Anchorage. The reentry simulation also appears to be an excellent 

Coalition activity that will serve to enhance partnerships and relationships within the local reentry 

community. The Anchorage Reentry Coalition hopes to collaborate with other reentry coalitions 

around Alaska to implement the simulation in other communities, and to further promote 

knowledge and awareness of prisoner reentry throughout the State.  

 

 

 

Thank you to all those that participated in the simulation. Special thanks to the U.S. Attorney’s 

Office, District of Alaska for their support; to the U.S. Attorney’s Office, District of Southern Florida 

for supplying the simulation materials; to NeighborWorks Alaska for providing  use of their 

conference room; and to the Coalition member organizations and partners that helped make the 

simulation a reality: Alaska Dept. of Corrections, Alaska Mental Health Trust Authority, Alaska 

Native Justice Center, Cook Inlet Tribal Council Reentry Services, NeighborWorks Alaska, Partner’s 

For Progress, U.S. Probation and Pretrial Services, District of Alaska, and the Anchorage Health 

Department & Anchorage Public Libraries.  

Contact Jonathan Pistotnik, Anchorage Reentry Coalition Coordinator (reentry@nwalaska.org) to 

learn more or to request participation in a future reentry simulation activity.  

It was an enjoyable experience.  A truly educational experience 

about the struggles reentrants face when released from custody. 

Simulation Volunteer 
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